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Germination of seed is considered asthe first and most fundamental stage of aplant life cycle so that, the achievement in growth
and yield production also depends on this stage. Drought stressis one of the most important environmental factors that limit the
growth, development and production of plants. The influence of drought stress (0, -.6, -1.2 and -1.8 bar) by polyethylene glycol
(PEG) 6000 on seed germination indices and photosynthetic pigmentsin sweet corn was examined under |aboratory conditions
with triplicates. Results indicated that drought stress significantly reduced germination per cent (76%), radicle length (71%),
plumulelength (65%), radicle fresh weight (76%), plumul e fresh weight (68%), radicle dry weight (78%), plumuledry weight (56%),
chlorophyll a(67%), chlorophyll b (75%), total chlorophyll (69%) and carotenoids (72%). Overall, drought stress had anegative
effect on all the parameters.
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